WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS)—A 
new spiritual upsurge appears to 
have started in the U.S. in the 
last few years, according toa new 
Gallup study, ‘‘Religion in Amer- 
ica, 1976." 

The report indicated that de- 
clines in religious participation 
interest which began in the 1960s 
have apparently subsided. It also 
found that certain facets of reli- 
gious faith have always remained 
constant. 

Findings of the latest Gallup 
study reveal that 94 per cent of 
Americans believe in God and 60 
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Losses Of The *60s Subsiding 


New Gallup Survey 


a, 
per cent believe in life after death. and only 5 percent said “‘not at 7 “Gallup noted that while certain 


Both figures have remained con- 
stant since 1948, according to Gall- 
up. 
However, the percentag e who 
believe religion is “increasing its 
influence on American society’ 
dropped from 69 per cent in 1957 
to 14 per cent in 1970. By 1975, 
the affirmative response had ris- 
en to 39 per cent: 

Surveys of last. year and this 
year also indicated that 56 per 


«cent of Americans said religious 


beliefs are ‘‘very important,’’ 30 
per cent said “fairly important’’ 
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Jim Henry Is Speaker 


Baptist Youth Ni 


moor Baptist Church, Jackson; burg 


Rev. Jim Henry, pastor of Two 
Rivers Baptist Church in Nash- 
ville, Tenn., will be the speaker 
for the annual Mississippi Bap- 
tist Youth Night Aug. 20 in Jack- 
son. 

The gathering of young people 
from all over the state will be 
held in the Mississippi Coliseum. 
A concert by Truth, a singing and 
instrumental group from Mobile, 
Ala., will begin at 6:30 p.m., and 
the program will get under way at 
7 p.m. { 


In Lebanon 


‘Believers’, Declar 


e 


among the cedars of Lebanon.” 
But the term Christian today 
should be from “‘be- 
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‘been made for parking 
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Some 10,000 young people are 
expected to tax the capacity of the 
coliseum. Many will come in bus- 
es, and special arrangements have 
buses, 
according to Larry Salter, chair- 
man of the Youth Night Commit- 
tee for the Mississippi Baptist 
Convention Board. 

J. M. Wood, minister of music 
at Broadmoor Baptist Church in 
Jackson, will be. in charge of the 
music. He will direct a youth choir 
made up of musicians from Broad- 


all important.” 
The research findings offer 4 


“positive outlook for religion i — 
America as we enter the third cen- 9 
tury of our existence,” said the Yo 


Gallup study. ? 
“Social commentators have €X- 
pressed surprise that so many » 
people in what they describe as 4 ~ 
‘secularized and largely agnostic 
nation’ have supported a devout 


my Carter,” the study said. “Yet 
the fact is, Americans are ¢X- 
traordinarily religious people.” 


Calvary Baptist Church, Jackson; 
First Baptist Church, Biloxi; 
First Baptist Church, Clinton; 


Lake; First Baptist Church, Lum- 
berton; Heights 
tist Church, Clinton; .38th Avenue. 


Baptist Church, Hattiesburg; and © Jackson and Rita Wood of Jack- 


Woodlawn Baptist Church, Vicks- 


gh 


Bap- ’ 


issionaries. - 


. ations have suffered 
rship Josses in recent 
the religious picture for the 
as a whole has changed 

ingly little’ over the last 

decades. 

61 per cent of Americans 
BAy they are Protestants; 27 per 
cell, Roman Catholic, and 2 per 
cet, Jews, with 6 per cent stat- 


INEpo religious preference. 


The survey said that 71 per cent 
of Americans say they are mem- 


‘bem of a church or synagogue, 
~©oMpared with 73 per cent in,1952. 


t Aug. 


Others will be Tad Denson 


tar, Diane Snqith of Jackson 
the drums, and Janet Barnes 


of 
Jackson on the electric bass gui- 
on 
of 


son as soloists. 
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ites Spiritual Upsurge 


Concerning political. affiliation, 
7 per cent of Protestants are 
Republicans, Eighteen per cent of 
the Catholics and 1 per cent of the 
Jews are Republicans. Among 
Democrats, 56 per cent are Prot- 
estants, 33 per cent are Catholics 
and 3 per cent Jews. Among in- 
dependents, 59 per cent are Prot- 
estant, 26 per cent are Catholic 


44 per cent of Americans said they 
have a “great of confidence 
in organized ” 24 per. cent 
said “quite a lot,’* 20 per cent said 
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“‘some,”’ 9 per cent, ‘very little,” 


al study of lifestyles and religious 
beliefs conducted by Gallup's in- 
ternational division for the Ketter- 
ing Foundation, Dayton, Ohio. 
Americans were found to be the 
‘“‘most religious people’ among in- 
dustrialized nations. The- study 
found that “something approach- 
ing a collapse of faith may be oc- 
curring in certain European and 
other nations of the world.” 
Japan and Scandinavia were 
(Continued on page 2) 


. EES PT Ne TTT REED OT ——— 


National Student Directors Workshop 


Thursday, August 12, 1976 


ee? 
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Mississippi College hosted the national Student Directors Workshop 
sponsored by the National Student Ministries and. the Sunday School 
Board of the Southern, Baptist Convention. Among those in attendance 
were, from left, Joe Cobb, Booneville, North East Junior College; 
Cornell Daughtry, Moorhead, Mississippi Delta Junior College; and 
Jimmy Breland, Cleveland, Delta State University. 
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Missouri Rejects 
Parochiaid 


(Continued from page 1) 
ment by the news service of Am- 
ericans United for Separation of 
Church and State. 

The rejected amendment would 
have authorized at least $10 m il- 
lion per year for parochial schools 


ices, textbooks, 
services for exceptional children. 
The parochiaid amendment was 
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Choral- Work Honors 
Arthur B, Rutledge | 


GLORIETA, N. M. (BP)—arth- 
ur B. Rutledge, executive director- 
treasurer of the Southern 
Home Mission Board (HMB), was 
honored here with the premier 
performance of a musical presen- 
tation written as a tribute to him. 

“Go Then and Be a Witness,” a 
30-minute choral work was created 
by lyricist Ed Seabough of Atlanta 
and composer Buryl Red of New 
York, N. Y., from scriptures se- 
lected by Rutledge. He will re- 
tire Dec. 31, after 11 years as the 
board’s chief executive and wil] be 
succeeded by William G. Tanner, 
president of Oklahoma Baptist Un- 
iversity, Shawnee. 

The 93-voice sanctuary choir of 
the First Baptist Church, Okla- 
homa City, directed by Jim Van- 
Hemert, received a standing ova- 
tion from more than 1,600 per- 
sons at the opening session of 
Home Missions Week at Glorieta 
(N. M.) Baptist Conference Cen- 
ter. 

Seabough explained the tribute 
to Rutledge: ‘“‘We wanted some- 
thing that -would live on after Dr. 
Rutledge retires, just as we feel 
his ministry will live on. Through 
the scriptures he has chosen we 
sensed the very heartbeat of a 
man concerned for’ persons who 
need the gospel of Christ and the 
ministry of love.”’ 

The musical’s eight songs are 
tied together with narrations that 
directly quote scripture. Seabough 
said he and Red sought to depart 
from the upbeat music they have 
created in the past to a more se- 
rious, complicated choral work. 
¥t weaves text and music to cre- 
ate a missions messagé, likened 
by several listeners to Rutledge’s 
character in its depth and mis- 
sions concern. 

“This is a choral work which 
creates its own urgency for fulfill- 
ing the missions task,” James 
Sapp, director of the HMB’s com- 
munications division, told the 
audience. 

Dr. and Mrs. Rutledge were 
presented to the audience at the 
musical’s close, and he indicated 


Resources For 
Deaf Children i 
Introduced 


GLORIETA, N. M. — To help 
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ture of Wilson 
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World Missions Rally: A 


his pleasure. ‘“‘The choral work 
makes a strong presentation of 
missions, and I fully believe many 
of these songs will live for years.”’ 
The musical will be published in 
January by BR Productions Co., 
New York City. 


Red and Seabough have had . 


longtime associations with Baptist 
home missions. Seabough, the 
HMB’s director of personnel re- 
cruitment services, wrote the 
lyrics for two previous missions 
musical — “Joy” and “Fabric of 
‘ Freedom.” ® 

Red, head of BR Productions, 
was formerly director of music at 
Manhattan Baptist Church and 
choral director of the television 
program, “Spring Street, USA,’ 
produced by the HMB’s evangel- 
ism section in cooperation with 
the Southern Baptist Radio and 
Television Commission. Red also 
diretts The Centurymen, 100 
Southern Baptist ministers of 
music widely known as a concert 
and recording group. 


Cooperative 
Program Runs 
14.34% Ahead 


NASHVILLE (BP) — With two 
months to go in the 1975-76 fiscal 
year, the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention’s Cooperative - Program 
unified budget has reached $39,- 
217,028 — 14.34 percent, or more 
than $4.9 million, ahead of the 
same point in the 1974-75 year. 

Total contributions from some 
34,902 churches across 50 states 
amounted to $77,671,460. That fig- 
ure, which is 12.8 percent ahead of 
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Midwestern Alumni Planning 


Sanford Beckett, (second from right), minister of education and youth 
of University Baptist Church in Hattiesburg, Miss., shares a light- 
hearted moment with Midwestern. President, Milton Ferguson 
(right), Alta Morrow, a member of the administrative staff; and 
Arthur McGinnis, pastor of Pearl Avenue Baptist Church in Paola, 
Kansas. Beckett, recently elected vice-president of the National Alum- 
ni Association of Midwestern Seminary, was on campus in Kansas 


City, Mo. for an alumni officers’ 


planning meeting. ‘The seminary 


will celebrate its 20th anniversary in 1977. 


Conference On Problems 


For Aged Scheduled At MC 


CLINTON — Some 500 persons 
from throughout the state are ex- 
pected to take part in a confer- 
ence on the Problems of the Aged 
and Retired scheduled for Missis- 
sippi College on Tuesday, Aug. 31. 

Funded through a grant from 
the Committee for the Humanities, 
the day -long conference is being 
hosted by Mississippi College in 
cooperation with the Council on 
Aging. 

“We have had numerous inquir- 
ies since our first notice of the 
meeting was released,” said Mrs. 
Irene Shurden of Clinton, coordi- 
nator for the conference, ‘and 
there seems to be a lot of interest 
in such a program.” 

Invitations to selected individual 


dees 


There will be small group dia- 
logue followed by a panel discus- 
sion on “‘Problems of the Aged and 
Retired in Mississippi.’’ Partici- 
pating on the panel will be Horace 
Kerr, director, Council on Aging; 
Joe Aldridge, National Retired 
Teachers Association; and Dr. 
Gail Cotton, Mississippi State Uni- 
versity, Starkville. 


Baylor Gets 
$500,000 Mabee 
Foundation Grant 


WACO, Tex. (BP) — A $500,000 
grant to Baylor University here 


action to assist Baylor financially 


- in its current restoration of Burle- 


son Quadrangle and construction 
of a new academic facility on the 
Baptist university’s Waco campus. 
McCall said restoration of the 
Burleson Quadrangle and con- 
struction of the W. Guy Draper 


Family Missions Day 
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sarily‘ Believers 
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When Conflict Arises 


By Clifton Perkins 
Director, Department of 
Church-Minister Relations 
(First Of A Series) 


An angry young husband shout- 
ed at his pretty wife, ‘I can’t un- 
derstand why God made women 
beautiful but yet so dumb.’” She 
yelled back, ‘‘That is easy to ex- 
plain: God made me beautiful so 
you would love me; and He made 
me dumb so I would love you.” 

Yes, conflicts do arise in mar- 
riage and in many other relation- 
ships, including the pastor and 
people relationship. Sometimes, 
even in the best of churches, 
conflicts and differences arise be- 
tween pastor and people. We wish 
they did not, but, because we are 
imperfect people in an imperfect 
world, conflicts do come — even 
in the family of God. 

These situations should be dealt 
with in a spirit of Christian love, 
understanding, and good will. 
Small nagging problems allowed 
to” go unsolved tend to” become 
large nagging problems. Leader- 
ship’ has not assumed its full re- 
sponsibility when deterioration to 
the point of rupture in fellowship 
has occurred. 

In dealing with these difficulties 
there is one overriding principle 
which must be kept in mind by 
both pastor and people. Jesus 
says, ‘“‘You are the light of the 
world.’’ (Matthew 5:14). When 
Paul was writing to his friends in 
Philippi and when he was think- 
ing of their trying to live the 
Christian life in a heathen end 
pagan city, he said to them: ‘‘You 
shine as lights in the world.” 
(Philippians 2:15). 

One of the main purposes of 
light is to guide and make things 
clear for people. As individual 
Christians and as churches we 


“are to guide people in the ways of 


God. The message we proclaim 
from our pulpits and class rooms 
is important — but equally import- 


‘ 


Carey Awards 174 


Degrees In | 
Graduation Rites 


ant is the message we speak by 
our actions. 

The ideals of the Kingdom of 
God should be made real in a local 
community through the life of the 
church, In the group life of Chris- 
tian people, secular organizations 
of the community should be able 
to discern the principles of con- 
duct which should guide them. It 
is the plan of God that the Spirit 

of Christ which prevails in the 
church should invade the city, and 
not vice versa. The secular 
groups in a community should be 
able to say as they look at Chris- 
tians in the fellowship of the 
church: ‘‘See how they love one 
another.”’ 

Both church and pastor should 
face this possibility: It could be 

‘that the most powerful sermon 
that will ever be proclaimed from 
your church will be the message 
people get from the way you deal 
with trowblous situations. 

Here are some questions to pon- 
der when conflict arises: 


the theory of evolution. 


Calif. 


the conference. 


Help Wanted: A Scientist 
WhoWillUpholdEvolution 


ST. PAUL, Minn. (RNS) — WANTED: A scientist to defend 


The program committee for the National Creation-Science Con- 
ference, to be held Aug. 15-18, — suburban Roseville, has thus 
far failed to find such a person despite personal contacts and ads 
in the University of Minnesota Daily. ” 

A pre-evolution scientist is being sought to debate another sci- 
entist who will uphold the Bible’s account of Creation — Dr. 
Duane Gish of the Institute of Creation Research, San Diego, 


The hoped-for debate, which is to be ‘‘purely scientific and non- 
religious," is scheduled for Aug. 16 at Northwestern College, 
Roseville, as part of the creation-science conference. An honor- 
arium will be paid each debater, said Dr. John L. Cunningham 
of Northwestern College and program committee chairmian for 


1. For church and pastor. The 


relationship between pastor and 
people should have been formed 
as a result of the leadership of 


God. Should not His will be earn- — 


estly sought when differences 
arose and the dark cloud of con- 
flict looms on the horizon? 

2. For church and pastor: What 
is the best way to work out these 
difficulties in a manner that will 
bring glory to our Saviour? 

3. For the pastor: Will my re- 
maining as pastor of this church 
be in the best interest of the King- 
dom of God? 

4. For the church: Would it hon- 
or God: for us to dismiss our pas- 
tor without a call to another 
church since we belong to a 
church group that frowns on a 
minister applying for a pastoral 
position? a 

Let us remember that, even in 
the depth of conflicts, “we are the 
light of the world.” 

(Next Week — Dealing With 
Conflict.) 


Mrs. Hitt Participates In 
Group Child Care Workshop 


Mrs. James (Annette) ‘Hitt, di- 
rettor of rtment of ¢ 

acter and Career Development at 
The Baptist Children’s Village 
has.just returned from participa- 
tion in Group Child Care W or k- 
shops in Chapel Hill, N. C., where 
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try of The Children’s Village, 
in her area of responsibility. 
The Baptist Children’s Village 
is the, official Mississippi Baptist 
child care agency, operating its 
major group-campus on Flag Cha- 
pel Drive, near Jackson; a branch 
“country-life’’ campus on the Far- 
row Manor properties, near In- 
dependence, in Tate County; a 
“Sattelite Home” in New Albany, 
. Mississippi and its own, organized 
system of private, “foster” hom- 
es in virtually every area of Mis- 
sissippi. 
According to Village authorities, 
Mrs. Hitt was invited to become a 
part of the leadership of the 1976 
summer workshops, recognized 
among many professionals as the 
most prestigious group child care 
training facility in America, after 
her efforts in Character and Ca- 
reer at The Village were adjudg- 
ed “unique” and perhaps “a pio- 
neer ministry” by the Workshop — 
“ In commenting upon Mrs. 
“'Hitt’s service on the Workshop 
Staff, Paul N. Nunnery, 


Village,” Superintendent Nunnery 
stated, “‘and it would appear 
many of us that his choicest bless- 
ings have been in the enthusiastic, 
attractive Christians such as An- 
nette Hitt, who have come to work 
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Lincoln Baptists Buy 
Building In Brookhaven 


“The acquisition of property at 
the corner of East Monticello and 
South Second Streets from the 
Brookhaven Production Credit As- 
sociation is the realization of a 
hope and the fulfillment of plans 


“that have been under considera- 


f 


tion by the Lincoln’ County Bap- 
tist Association for four years,” 
says Eugene L. Roberts, director 
of Missions for the association. 

The transfer of the property was 
completed July 15. 

In Southern Baptist life there is 
@ thew emphasis on the strategic 
importance of the Baptist associa- 
tion as a “vital link in a total 
world missions program.’’ The ac- 
quisition of more adequate facili- 


ty Baptist Association has five 
program organizations for assist- 
aS ee Oe art 
sponding areas. are: 
day School, Church Training, 
Church Music, Woman’s Mission- 
ary Union, and Brotherhood. The 
association also has 14 committees 
plus other special committees as 
the needs arise. Pastors’ confer- 
ences would also meet frequently 
in this 

Lincoln Baptists: 


Lincoln County Baptist Association officers standing in the doorway 
of property bought by the association from the Brookhaven Produc- 
tion Credit Association. From left, M. R. (Mack) Massey, vice-moder- 
ator; Mrs. Willie Mae Roberts, association clerk; Eugene L. Roberts, 
director of missions, Harry S. Case, association treasurer. 
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Employees 
Are Needed 
At Glorieta © 


GLORIETA, N. M. — Approxi- 
mately 25 seasonal workers are 
needed at Glorieta Baptist Co n- 
ference ,Center, many to begin 
work ag early as Sept. 1. 

According to conference center 
manager Larry Haslam, “‘Glorie- 
ta Baptist Conference Center is 
experiencing sofe of the greatest 
our 


oe 


Agencies of the Mississippi Bap- 
tist Convention and the Southern 
Baptist Convention provide multi- 
plied opportunities for in-service 
training for pastors and other 
church leaders, This new facility 
will enable the association to take 
advantage of these opportunities. 

The Lincoln County Baptist As- 
sociation was constituted in 1872. 
This is a voluntary, cooperating 
fellowship of 9,317 Baptists from 
39 cooperating churches located in 
Lee Wright, pastor of the New 
Sight Baptist Church, is the pres- 
ent moderator. 


sissippi College comes to a close 
on Friday afternoon, Aug, 13, as 
the institution closes out its Ses- 
quicentennial Session with summer _ 
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Explaining Southern Baptists 


Southern Baptists are an enigma 
to the Christian world. 

How do you explain a denomina- 
tion like this? 

When most other major denomi- 
nations are declining, these people 
are advancing. 

When many other groups are re- 
ducing their missionary programs, 
Southern Baptists are enlarging 
theirs. 

When some other groups are di- 
viding in doctrinal issues, Southern 
Baptists remain united. 

When other groups find it diffi- 
cult to recruit new blood for, pas- 
toral and other vocational. leader- 
ship, Southern Baptist colleges and 
seminaries continue to see an in- 
creasing enrollment. 

This does not mean that South- 
ern Baptist gains, especially in re- 
cent years are spectacular, but 
they are continuous and they cover 
most of the areas of the work. 

How can you -explain it? Many 
people are baffled, and keep on 
asking “Why?” “What is the secret 
of these people?” 

We are sure that there are a num- 
po ari —- ad one looks at 

t pening he is reminded 
of the worde of our Lord to the 
church of Philadelphia, in the third 

r of Revelation. The Lord 

id that He has set before the 
church an “open door,” and He 
gave the reason why: : 

“Thou hast a little strength. . .” 


“Thou hast kept my word’’ 

‘‘Thou hast not denied my name.”’ 
. God has blessed Southern Bap- 
tists with strength. actually 
their greatest strength has been and 
is, that which is supplied by the 
Holy Spirit. 

They to have such strength to- 
day for the Spirit has led them to 
develop into a strong and numer- 
ous people. 

Furthermore, they are a people 
of the Word. Perhaps this, as much 
as anything else, explains Southern 
Baptists. 

They are a people of the book 
. . .the Bible. They, accept it as the 
Word of God. They believe it is di- 
vinely inspired, and you will find it 
preached in their pulpits, studied in 
their organizations, and read 
their homes. Their literature is 
based solidly upon the Bible and not 
on something in the field of sociol- 
ogy or psychology. They may use 
some of the latter but only as they 
are based upon the Word. 

The South often is called the “‘Bi- 
ble belt.’’ If it is that, it-is partly 
because Southern Baptists have 
made it that. 

Our Lord speaks of a third thing 
in His word to Philadelphia. ‘‘Thou 
hast not denied my.name.” 

A people of a ‘“‘book.’”’ A people 
of a “name’’. 

That name is Jesus Christ. 

Southern Baptists believe Paul’s 
words when he. said in Ephesians 


in. 


“To him ‘be glory in the church, by 
Christ Jesus.” 


These people believe in Christ. 


To them He is deity. He is God. Hea... 
was with the Father in eternity. He jp; 


came to-earth to reveal God to 
man, and to die for man. He rose} 
from the dead and returned to 
heaven. He is coming again, bod- 
ily, for His own. 

Baptists believe these truths. 

Their whole system of doctrinal 
beliefs, which come entirely from 
the Bible, is based upon Jesus 
Christ. . 

They love Christ. 

They believe that men are saved 
only through Him. 

They preach Him. 

They worship Him. 

They proclaim Him as the hope 
of the world. . the one and only 
Savior. 

With a program like this. . .be- 
lieving the book and centering all in 
Christ, Southern Baptists go forth, 
with a conviction that they have a 
mission given by the Lord himself. 

It is these beliefs which lead 
them to live for the Lord. 

It is these beliefs which make 
them give themselves to the 
church. 

It is these convictions which 
unite them in cooperative effort. 

Baptists believe and therefore 
they live and they act. 

It is doubtful if you can explain 
Southern Baptists in any better way. 


Southern Baptists And Charismatics 


Three weeks ago we carried a 
Baptist Press story on the Charis- 
matic movement as it is effecting 


Bott 


ery Christian to be filled with the 
Spirit, and understanding the clear 
Scriptural teaching concerned gifts 
Sp the nape the fruit of the 

irit, they fee such teachings 
of the Charismatic groups are 


And, for te ae the Bible is the 

authority. doctrine or c- 
tice is, not ciently tought Dasrk thes 
cannot accept it. 

What then, shall Baptists do, 
when this ctice appears in their 
midst? re are two possible 
courses of action: they may seek to 
quietly ignore it, or they may take 


the Tr course? 
The decision bly will be de- 
termined by actions of the 
themselves. they 
claim such an it 
makes them humble and and 
more deeply Spiritual in their 5 
fellow members can ably best 

the matter. ven 
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the fellowship of those who do not 
accept their teachings. 

The same thing is true with 
churches. When a church moves into 
the Neo-Pentecostal circle, and be- 
comes aggressive in promotion o 
its program, it can disrupt fellow- 
ship, and the denominational 


groups 
involved we © p-teke ection to 
v' i e 
peng HY for the church 
quietly to leaverthe Ba 
and seek fe! with others of 
like mind. If it to remain in 
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On The MORAL SCENE... 


THE THIRD MOST POWERFUL MAN 
IN THE WORLD — Next to Gerald Ford 
and Leonid Brezhnev, the most power- 
ful man in the world is not Mao Tse-tung 
or the head of any other government. 
The third most powerful man in the 
world is a commander of a Trident sub- 
marine. A single Trident submarine to- 
day carries more destructive force than 
all the military establishments of Great 
Britain, Italy, Spain, Brazil, Argentina, 


of its citizens. If this purpose becomes 
impossible because of the nature of nu- 
clear explosives, then much of the offic- 
ial policy on national security is not se- 
curity at all, but an illogical venture in 
The hard truth is that 


ft 
aL, 
i 


f 
if 
HL 


mt 
EF 
ie 


H 


z 


Z 
ie 


THE BAPTIST FORUM 


Estus Mason 
Expresses Appreciation 
For Concern Of Friends 


Dear Friends, 

Words are inadequate to express the 
sincere thanks and deep appreciation of 
my heart and that of my family to our 
many friends and churches who prayed 
for us during the time of my heart at- 


Meant so very, very much to us. We felt 
the strength of your prayers. 
We ‘are well on the way to complete 


You can always spot an educated man. 
His views are the same as yours. 


‘meaiien 
iil 
dncli ii 


i 
z 


i 
i 


i 


Campers On Mission 
Share Their Faith 


JAMESTOWN, Va.—The young 
couple had a picnic table down by 
the river, decked out with dinner 
and a large bottle of wine, a scene 
conducive to romance. 

Conducive, that is, until they 
saw dozens of lawn chair carry- 
ing campers marching to their 
spot, seating themselves facing 
the river. The couple left when 
the hymn-singing started. 

What the couple had done was 
to set up in the staging area of a 
vespers service for the National 
Campers on Mission Rally at 
the Jamestown Beach Campsites. 

More than 100 families met July 
16-18 for inspiration and relaxa- 
tion — an inseparable combina- 
tion for the organization of South- 
ern Baptists who like to share 
their Christian faith while 
camping. : 

In the campgrounds with shat 
for 600 units, Campers on Mis- 
sion. (COM) were not readily 
identifiable. Other campers at- 
tracted by the parachute gazebos 
in the center field area of the 
campground, joined into the 
activities. 

During a watermelon - feeding 
contest (pairs of contestants lying 
supine head-to-head fed slices to 
one another), two teenaged girls 
walked up to see what the scream- 
ing was about. One elbowed the 
other, saying,. “This is pretty 
neat.’’ They stayed all afternoon. 

That contest, as well as other, 
was engineered by Ken and Mari- 
lyn Prickett, special mission min- 
istries field workers for the Home 
Mission Board. 

The Pricketts often are called 
on to teach group-involvement ac- 
tivities. ‘‘We’ll get a lot of crit- 
icism,”” said Ken, “but we have 
scriptural evidence to show Christ 
went where the people were.” 


New Books Continue To Roll 


Puppetry instruction, a musical 
drama, a campfire singalong, a 
national covered dish supper and 
a country fair were among the 
offerings at the rally. 

Sessions included talks on 
campground counseling by 
Charles Hancock, HMB director 
of personnel development serv- 
ices. Joel Land, resort ministries 
specialist on the HMB special 
mission ministries staff, led in 
Sunday morning services and ex- 
plained the operation of Christian 
Service Corps. 

Winford Haynes of Cullman, 
Ala., has been a COM since its 
first national rally at Land Be- 
tween the Lakes, Ky., four years 
ago. He’s president of the Ala- 
bama COM state group which 
holds two rallies each year, and 
has been a CSC volunteer four 
years running. 

He and his wife and three 
daughters have done Backyard 
Bible Clubs, survey, Bible schools 
and he’s done wiring for a mis- 
sion pastorium. His daughters do 
puppetry, he plays guitar, the 
harmonica.-and- “a little magical 
tricks:”’ 

“Anywhere we’re on vacation,”’ 
he says, ‘‘we usually have Bible 
studies.” 

COM has grown to more than 
10,000 families since its inception 
four years ago. Membership, 
which is free, includes regular 
mailouts on rallies, campground 
ministry .information and tracts 
provided by the HMB and the 
American Bible Society. 

Next year’s national rally will 
be held July 15-17, at Ramada 
Camp Inn on Toledo Bend Reser- 
voir, near Many, La. Each year’s 
rally is co-sponsored by the HMB 
and the state in which the rally 
is held. 


« 


A watermelon-feeding contest attracted campers’ attention. Pairs of 
contestants fed slices to one another while lying on their backs. ‘‘I 
can’t swim,” yelled one contestant. (HMB photo by Tim Nicholas) 


Shave And A Hatreut Accompanied 
By Prayers And Bible Readings 


SAN BERNARDINO (EP) — Customers who go to Bennett's 
Barbers! here for a haircut receive some extra services — such 
aso Bite Yeading cx kona, ox = perteaal prayer: trem one. éf tho 
pastor-barbers. 

Bennett’s is operated by the Rev. Cyrus Alvah Bennett, pastor 
of the Church of Gospel Ministry and his assistant, the Rev. Jerry 
Wiley, minister with the Inland Christian Center Church. _ 

“We feel we have a unique and very important ministry here 
in the barbershop,” Mr. Wiley, 33, said. 

“Many of our customers never darken the door of a church. We 
are able to bring the Lord to them as we cut their hair.” 
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Baptist Medical Center 
Stands By For President 


When President Ford was’ in 


Jackson-recently, Mississippi Bap- 
tist Medical Center was on a 
stand-by basis in case of any em- 
ergency involving the presidential 
party. 

One of the president's per- 
sonal physicians, Dr. Chester 
Ward, visited the center's fa- 
cilities. 

He toured the emergency room, 
the surgical suite, the intensive - 
care unit, the coronary - careunit, 
and other specialty areas of the 
600-bed hospital. 

“We were proud that we were 
designated for this role by the 
White House,” said MBMC Execu- 
tive Director Paul J. Pryor, "but 
we are glad, of course, that our 
help was not needed.” 

Details of the stand-by status 
were coordinated by Michael C. 
Wilkinson, associate director of 
Mississippi Baptist Medical Cen- 
ter, who conducted Dr. Ward on 
his tour of the facility. 

-. “We had Secret Service men 
here at the medical center for sev- 
eral days, looking things over,” 

said Mrs, Frances Barnhill, R.N., 
head nurse in the emergency 
room. “They were very nice — 
and very professional. 

“We set up a special area 


but we concentrated them in one 
spot, so in case we were needed 
and things were crowded, we 
wouldn’t have to go back and forth 


able if needed. But we didn’t add 
any on-site personnel, since we 
already had five nurses plus or- 
derlies and clerks on regular duty. 

“Nobody from the White House 
gave us any specific orders. I 
guess they figured we knew what 
would be needed -— “nd indecd 
we did. We were ready, but of 
course off of us were glad we 
weren’t needed.”’ : 

Mrs. Barnhill said special lines 
of commuication were set up dur- 
ing President Ford’s stay in Jack- 
son which linked the MCBC emer- 
gency room with locations in * 
Jackson to be visited by President 
Ford and his party, © 


Chilean Baptists 


Celebrate U.S. 
Bicentennial 


missionaries recently in celebra- 
> States 
bicentennial. 

According to. 0. D, (Bill) 


Presses _ 


GETTING READY FOR YOUTH SUN- 
DAY SCHOOL WORK by B. J. Dean; 
GETTING READY FOR PRESCHOOL 
SUNDAY SCHOOL WORK by Dixie Rath 
Chase; GETTING READY FOR CHIL- 
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ing a son who would become one of the 
great evangelists and missionary lead- 
ers to Russian-Slavic people of this mod- 
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Names In 


Jimmie L. Gresham, Broth- 
erhood secretary for Missouri 
Baptists, has been named di- 
rector of the Pioneer Royal 
Ambassador Department at 


mission here effective August 
1, He succeeds Charles Dog- 
gett who resigned in January 
1975 to become minister of ed- 
ucation and administration at 
Bethany Baptist Church, 
Dallas. 


Bruce Grubbs, pastor of 
Bellevue Baptist Church in 
Nashville, recently was nam- 
ed pastoral ministries consul- 
tant in the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board’s church 
administration department. 
Grubbs served as pastor of 
various Southern’ Baptist 
churches for 13 years be- 
fore assuming his present po- 
sition. 


Paul Truitt Church 
Pastor Retires, ~ 
Leach Called 


Dr. Malcolm M. Leach is the 
new pastor at the Paul Truitt Me- 
morial Baptist Church, Pearl, fol- 
lowing the retirement of Rev. J. L. 
Reeves, who ended 22 years of 
ministry on July 4. 

Dr. Leach, for- 
mer pastor of the 
" Richland Baptist 
Church at Nash- 
ville, Tenn., is an 
alumnus of Jack- 
son’s Central 
High School, Mis- 
[= sissippi College, 
“Aan d Louisiana 

ity. He received the 
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the SBC Brotherhood Com- - 


The News 


Btythe Creek Church in 
Choctaw Association licensed 
Ronny Oswalt to the gospel 
ministry 
Aug. 2. Ron- 
ny surrend- 
ered to 
preach sev- 
eral months 
ago and has 
been active 
in supply, 
speaker and 
preaching in 
revivals. He 
was the evangelist in the Cross 
Roads Church revival, (Choc- 
taw) August 813. He is the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Rex Os- 
walt (both are deceased), and 
is living with his grandmoth- 
er, Mrs. Yates Oswalt. Ron- 
ny is a senior at Mathiston, 
High School. His pastor is 
John O, McMullen.” 


Philipp 


A concert of sacred and gos- 
pel music will be presented at 
the Paul Truitt Memorial Bap- 
tist Church 
on Aug. 15, at 
7 p. m. by 
composer C. 
Stephen 
Smith, featur-- 
ing music 
and lyrics 
which he has 
writteh and 
published. 


Mr. Smith, former minister 
of music for eight years at the 


’ Richland Baptist Church, 


Nashville, Tenn., plays the 
organ, piano, guitar, and ac- 
cordion and does most of the 
solo work for the demonstra- 
tion tapes of his compositions. 
He was the featured soloist for 
the Nashville Symphony in its 
1974 operatic production, and 
will present an hour of gospel 
and sacred songs in this con- 
cert. 


A reception follows the eve- 
ning program. 


ine Families 


Sent Food, Supplies 


MANILA, Philippines (BP) — 
Philippine Baptists distributed 
food and other supplies to more 
than 1,000 families in the  after- 
math of one of central Luzon is- 
land’s worst floods. 

Purchase of the supplies’ was 
possible asa result of a $5,000 dis- 
aster relief appropriation by the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mis - 
sion Board along with funds con- 
tributed by Filipino church mem- 
bers, according to Robert L. Stan- 
ley, Southern Baptist mission - 
ary press representative. 

Caused by slow-moving Typhoon 
Olga in late May, the flooding 
isolated the entire central portion 
of Luzon for about a week. 

G. Dean Dickens, pastor of 
Clark Field Baptist Church, said 
that relief money channeled thr- 
ough his church was used to feed 
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first day of the flood, Clark Chur- 
ch members waded through chest- 
deep waters to deliver the food. 
As the waters continued to rise, 
reaching some areas became im- 
possible. 

In Manila, aid was administer- 
ed through the Tagalog Area Bap- 
tist Churches Association. Pastors 
Larry Macasero and Henry Caba- 
lang said 308 families received 
help. 

Charles D. Brock, Southern Bap- 
tist missionary in San Fernando, 
La Union, estimated that some 50 
families were given rice, vege- 
tables milk and bread through 
eight in that area. 

F. P. Montenegro of Dagupan, 
editor of the Luzon Baptist Con- 
vention newspaper, said the West 
Pangasinan Assocition.. assisted 
223 families. 

More than 400 pesos or abdut 
$55 was donated by individuals 


ers rose in the buildings, accord- 
ing to Stanley. 


alec in any one of several of the 
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Dr. Wayne E. Sterling, pas- 
tor of West McComb Baptist 
Church since August 1974, has 
resigned ef- 
fective Aug. 
1@ to accept 
the position 
of associate 
professor of 
Hebrew and 
Old _  Testa- 
ment at the 
Liberty Bap- 
~Ss4 tist Semi- 

nary, Lynch- 


burg; Va. 


Other pastorates in Missis- 
sippi include Pioneer Baptist 
Church, Wéodville (1955-1960) ; 
Briel Avenue Church, Natchez 
(1960 - 61); Bluff Springs 
Church, Magnolia (1964-1967) ; 
and East Fork Baptist 
Church, Liberty (1970-1973). 


Dr. Sterling holds the B. A. 
degree from: Mississippi Col- 
lege and the M.Div. and Th.D. 
degrees from New Orleans 
Seminary. His new address is 
115 Pacos Street, Lynchburg, 
Va. 24502. 


Bob Pierson was ordained 
to*the gospel 
ministry,.Aug. 
1, by Wood- 
lawn Baptist 
Church, Vick- 
sburg. He has 
accepted the 
call as pastor 
of First Bap- 
tist Church 
of Indian Springs, Nevdda. 
He will begin his ministry 
there Aug. 9. The ordination 
service was led by Paul 
Brooks, pastor of . Woodlawn 
Baptist Church. 


Jim Gibson, minister of 
music for First Baptist Chur- 
ch, Broken Arrow, Okla., has 
been named youth music con- 
sultant in the church music 
department of the Southern 
Baptist Sunday School Board. 
Gibson holds the B.M. degree 
from Samford University, and 
the M.C.M. degree from New 
Orleans Seminary. An la- 
bama native, Gibson has been 
a member of the Oklahoma 
Singing Churchmen and the 


Ridgecrest Gift Shop | 
Offers Foreign Novelties 


RIDGECREST, N. C. — The 
gift shop at Ridgecrest Baptist 
Conference Center has a new look 
this summer. 

Original handcrafted novelties 
from various Southern Baptist 
mission fields are being offered 
in the shop through an arrange - 


ment with Handicrafts Inter- 
national. 
Handicrafts International, en- 


dorsed by Owen Cooper, former 
president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, and Mrs. Marie Ma- 
this, a well-known leader in WMU 


Emmanuel 


(Marion) Plans 


The church will couplé a Bicen- 
tennial celebration with this cele- 
bration in an attempt to have its 
finest hour in attendance and con- 
cern for the community. 


Rev. W. C. Burns, pastor of the 
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work, is an organization created 
to help underprivileged countries 
supply the American market with 
self-help handicrafts. It also seeks 
to call attention to world hun 
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Oklahoma State Festival 
Committee. 
Mr. and Mrs. S. Payton 


Myers, missionaries to Niger- 
ia, have completed fur- 
lough and returned to the 
field (address: Box 93, Kadu- 
na, Nigeria), Both are na- 
tives of Mississippi. He was 
born in Hazlehurst and grew 
up in Jackson. She is the for- 
mer Helen Green of Prentiss. 


Mr. and Mrs. J. Wendell 
Powers, missionary associat - 
es to Taiwan, may be addres- 
sed at P. O. Box 427, Taipei 
100, Taiwan, Republic of Chi- 
na, She was born in Mississip- 
pi. 


NEW AND USED BUSES 


Complete Stock from 12 to &4 
Passengers 


BUS SUPPLY CO., INC. 


Hwy. 98 E.—P.O0.Box 502 
McCOMB, MS 39648 
Phones: Offite (601) 684-2900 
Home (601) 684-5874 or 684-6876 


DELUXE MOLY LAND TOUR, Nov. 1827. 
Only $999 roundtrip from New York, in- 
cluding all expenses, 747 TWA flights (no 
charters) fine hotels, all meals, everything. 


5221, Jackson, Ms. 39216 


ger. 


According to Mrs. James Pe- 
at 
Ridgecrest, the foreign - made 
items should be of interest to in- 
churches. 
ex- 
plains, can be used for mission 
displays as well as for personal 


tree, gift shop supervisor 


dividuals as well as 
Many of the goods, she 


gifts. 
Novelties include 


work. 


everything 
from dolls, jewelry, and  hand- 
carved wooden figures to brass 


FIBERGLASS 
© STEEPLES 
@ WALL CROSSES 
© STAINED FIBERGLASS WINDOWS 
© BAPTISTRIES 
@ BAPTISTAY 
HEATERS 


Write for free 
Color brochur 


HEADQUARTERS 
FOR ALL TYPES OF 


School & Church Furniture 


@ Complete stock of chairs, tables, desks and; 
furnishings for Classroam, Library, Sunday 


Sehool, 


Auditorium, 
Sehoo! and: Church: use. | 
EVERYTHING FOR 
THE scHow. 7 

AND CHVROH’ 


1% E. Front St., Hattiesburg, Ms 30401 (601) 583-0245 


Cafeteria and every, 

tint on od oy 
ISSIPPI 
!'SupplyCo 
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Special Church Terms Available 


This enneuncement is selther on offer to sell nér © solicitation of an offer te buy these 
securities, The offering is meade onby by prospectus. 
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Sunday School Lesson: Life and Work For August 22 


ACall'ToWholehearted Commitment 


By Bill Duncan 
I Kings 18 

The spiritual degeneracy in Is- 
rael was unparalleled during the 
days of Elijah. Israel had lost 
her distinctiveness as God’s pro- 
test against polytheism. Jero - 
boam had brought into the nation- 
al life the worship of the golden 
calf from Egypt. Ahab had mar- 
ried Jezebel of Phoenicia who was 
a spiritual follower of Baal and 
Ashtareth. Her father was a form- 
er priest of Baal and became king 
of Phoenicia by intrigue and mur- 
der. She was well trained in Baal- 
ism and promoted Baal worship 
in Israel. Baal was the sun-god 
who was supposed to be the god 
who controlled the seasons, rain, 
and nature. As the Hebrews be- 
came blind with 


iad 


this false god, 
they lost sight of 
the God of love, 
mercy, holiness, 
and majesty. As 
the Hebrews lost 
true concept of 
God, their morals 


Y 


decayed as well. 

Jezebel was in a strategic posi- 
tion to promote her religion. As 
queen, she was influencial, crafty, 
cruel, intelligent, and _ beautiful. 


She had a stronger personality 
than her husband, who was king. 
Ahab had no religious  convic- 
tions, so the worship of Baal was 
promoted until the priest of the 
false gods ate.at the king's table 
and become the court of Israel. 
One writer said, ‘‘Every hill smok- 
ed with sacrifices to the false 
gods and the valley echoed with 
the blasphemous shouts of pagan 
priests.” 

Into the midst of spiritual need, 
God sent Elijah as if he parachut- 
ed from heaven. His home was 
in the mountains east of Jordan 


was better than that the people 
choke on prosperity and forget 
God. To pray that it would not 
rain was a terrible prayer but it 
was necessary. Elijah’s faith 
was in a living God who was 
standing in his presence. Any man 
who believes that God is alive, 
that God is present with him, and 
that he is a commissioned servant 
of God, becomes material for a 
miracle in God’s hand. 

“How long halt ye between two 
opinions,’’ I Kings 18:26. The 
statement literally means, ‘How 
long will ye leap upon two bran- 
ches?’’ Many of them were limp- 
ing between two opinions. Down 
deep in their hearts they knew 
that they had deserted Jehovah 
and there was a strong pull to re- 
turn to God, but it was unpopu- 


the concept of! lar and dangerous to be a profes- 


sor of Jehovah. The conscience 
pulled from one side and patron- 
age from the government on the 


Sunday School Lesson: International For August 22 


The Church Teaches 


By Wm. J. Fallis 
Deuteronomy 11:18-23; 
Proverbs 1:7; 

1 Timothy 4:1-16; 6:2c-10; 

2 Timothy 3:14-15 

In 1780 a newspaper publisher 
in Gloucester, England, gathered 
some dirty, ragged boys off the 

‘ streets into a 


other side. They limped like 4 
crippled man between the two ex- 
tremes. 

The main thing that caused them 
to reconsider Jehovistic worship 
was the challenge of Elijah and 
the drought. None of the crowd 
present answered him'a word. Ap 
invitation to come to God is 
not enough. It must be accompan- 


ied by a demonstration of the pow- _ 


er of God. 
Elijah made a proposition with 


the people. He urged the priest of . 


Baal to build an altar and place 
a sacrifice on it. They were not 
to put fire under it but were to 
call upon ‘Baal to answer by fire. 
The prophet would do the same 
thing. He would build an _ altar 
and call upon Jehovah and ‘“‘the 
God that answereth by fire, let 
him be God.” Elijah had chal- 
lenged and proved that Baal 
was not the god of the seasons; he 
could not send rain. If Baal is 


cise ‘his spirit gift, “which was 
given,” said Paul, “when the 
prophets spoke and the elders 
laid their hands on you” (TEV). 
In verse 16 “doctrine’’ means 


eats 
4) I 


I 
r 


cs 


t 
* 
if 


i 
sl 
” 
zie 


. 


5 
t 


| : 
li 
i! 


H 
é 
® 


i 
i 
opk 


3 
5 
» 


, 


* 2: 


i 


t 


Thursday, August 12, 1976 BAPTIST RECORD PAGE 7 


Japanese Students Observe 
Ridgecrest Operation 


RIDGECREST, N. C. — Many 


the sun-god, he could send fire. If 
Jehovah is the God of heavens, he 
could send fire. ‘“The God that an- 
Swers by fire, let him be God.” 
The fire fell and a demonstra- 
tion of the presente of God prov- 
ed that Baal” was false. The 
People were moved. When the 
People saw the demonstration of 
the power and presence of Go d, 
“they fell on their faces: and they 
said, The Lord, he is the God; the 
Lord, he is the God (v. 39).”” While 
the people were overwhelmed by 
the presence of God, the prophet 
commanded all the 450 Baal pro- 
phets to be killed. When the 
People responded by faith to God 
80 that Baalism would never again 
be a threat to Jehovah, rain soon 
came as the prophet prayed. such 
Fidelity to God calls for whole- 
hearted commitment to him. This 
Means rejecting anything that 
“ogg with him for first place 
life. 
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Pastor-Missionary Retr 
All pastors and missionaries are invited to attend the camp most convenient. e 
Bible study, Bible centered messages and relaxed fellowship. Yh SA : 
Bible study leaders are: Dr. James L. Travis, Wall Doxcy State Park; Dr, 
Leroy Percy Park; Dr. Don H. Stewart, Paul Johnson Park, and Rev. James 
the ministry of the church three times at Roosevelt State Park. . 
Dr. Earl Kelly will bring messages at each park. — 
Each program begins at 9:30. Be sure to bring a pillew and 

For Reservation Write: 


THERMAN V. BRYANT 
COOPERATIVE MISSIONS DEP. 
P. 0. Box 530 f 
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Satellite To Transmit Free 


Programs Through Indonesia 


SEMARANG, Indonesia (BP)— 
After Indonesia’s first domestic 
satellite is launched this summer, 
Baptist programs will be aired 
free of charge throughout Indo- 
nesia, according to J. O. Terry 
Jr., Southern Baptist regional 
radio and television representa- 
tive for East ‘and Southeast Asia. 

The Domestic Satellite Com- 
munications System (DOMGSAT) 
will tie together 120 million Indo- 
nesians on 2,000 islands stretching 
from Sumatra to West Irian 
through radio and television. It 
will make possible telephone, tele- 
graph, and television services 
throughout the islands, 

“The reason we are excited 
about this so-called domestic satel- 
lite is that it will make anything 
on the local services available 
throughout all of Indonesia in- 
stead of just in the Semarang 
area,”’ Terry said. Semarang is 
where Baptist radio and television 
ministries are based. 

It means radio and television 
programs can how be broadcast 
simultaneously throughout the is- 
lands. In times past, there have 
been no networks. Programs were 
tapped and then transmitted from 


Station to station to be rebroad- 
cast. 

For example, only a_ limited 
number of viewers could see an 
Easter program on Easter. Many 
others saw it as it was rebroad- 
cast in the weeks that followed, 
and each rebroadcast lost quality, 
according to Terry. 

But even more important is the 
cost factor. ‘‘The thing that is im- 
portant to us is we will be seen in 
all of Indonesia at no cost to us,” 
Terry added. 

The government gives Baptists 
the time and pays the production 
costs for a 23-minute program 
broadcast six to eight times a 
year. These programs are pro- 
duced from Jakarta. 

Other programs have been pro- 
duced from Jakarta where Bap- 
tist films were shown 129 times 
last year as fill-ins, according to 
former Southern Baptist Mission- 
ary G. Barry Nelson, formerly di- 
rector of radio and television work 
in Indonesia. 

Malaysia and the southern part 
of thé Phitippines will also be able 
to use the satellite, Terry said. 


Humility is like underwear, es- 
sential, but indecent if it shows. 


“Good Old Days” At Providence 


Providence Church of Pearl celebrated the 4th of July by having 


Revival Dates 


County Line Church . (Rankin, 
between Puckett and Mendenhall) 
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New Salem 
Pastor Preaches 


In Guatemala 


The Rev. E. P. Baldwin, Pastor 
of New Salem Church, Route 2, 
Iuka, left August 3, by plane from 
Miami, to go to 
Guatemala. jie 
and members of 
the E. J. Daniels 
Evanglistic 
Team will Preach 
there in the 
“Christ for the 
Crisis Crusade." 

Mr. Baldwin be- 
came pastor of 
New Salem about 
seven weeks ago, moving there 
from the Shiloh Church in Alcorn 
County. 

When he read a plea in Christ 


Devotional 


TwoF acultyMembersAdded, 


New Housing 


FORT WORT P) — South- 
western Seminary ounced the 
election of two ne culty mem- 


for the World-magazine from Dr. 
Daniels for pastors to Zo with him 
to Guatemala for the crusade, he 
felt that he should go, and was 
planning to pay his own way. 

However, New Salem Church, 
though a rural one with a snyall 
membership, voted to pay his way, 
and to back him with their money 
and their prayers. The chairman 
of deacons, John Puckett, said, “‘if 
we have a pastor who is willing 
to share Christ in another country, 
the least we can do is pay his way 
and pray for him."’ 


Have I Caused A Child To Stumble? 


By Paul Vandercook, Director of Language Ministries 
Gulf Coast and Jackson County Association 
Text: Matthew 18:6 ; 
Jesus did not often speak with such strong language as he- did 
in this instance. It would be better for a man to be dead, he told 
his disciples, than for that man to cause’a little one to sin. For 


guiding children. 


Jesus to have spoken so harshly he must have felt 
very deeply about the responsibility of properly 


He warned against tempting anyone to go astray 
; but the emphasis in this particular situation seems 
to be on the proper guidance of children. We would 
do well to consider whether we cause our children 
to stumble. As often as not it is what we don’t do 
that causes them to go wrong. 

Daddy,” a little boy calls, ‘‘will you play ball 
with me?” “Not now,” his father answers, ‘I’m 
reading my paper.” 


“Mother, read me a story,” a small child asks. But mother is 
too busy with a television program or a party. 

It seems like a little thing to put a child off for a few minutes. 
But even with our best intentions of stopping later to play with the 
child or to listen to his problem we may let the matter drop until 
both he and we have forgotten all about it. What we don’t do may 


be a little thing that will cause a 


child to stumble. Children need 


the full-time interest of their parents and very little is more im- 


portant than spending time helping them to learn 
A youngster gets his lifetime standard of values 
What he will be is usually pretty well molded by 


about living. 
from his parents. 
the time he starts 


to school. If he sees that recreation is more important than Sunday 


School he will likely 


teach his children the same thing. 


Little boys develop their sense of honesty and fair pay by watch- 
ing Dad deal with his friends, Little girls develop their attitudes to- 
ward home and family from what they see mother do and hear 


her say. 


Even more important is the child’s concept of God. If 
faith makes a difference in his life 


a@ parent’s 
and in the way he treats other 


people.a child will develop that kind of faith. If it’s all a show his 


faith will be at least as shallow. 


It’s a harsh warning Jesus gave us. 


DeSoto. Association 
Urges Action On 
Immorality 


The Christian Action Commis - 


sion of the De Soto Association, 
has sent a letter to U. S. Congress- 


Mississip- 
pi, and to Christian Action Com 
missions in all the states, with an 
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At S’western 


bers and beginning of construction 
on 48 new studio-style apartments 
for students here. 

The naming by trustees of 
James A. Brooks as an associate 
professur of New Testament and 
Harry B. Hunt Jr. as assistant 
professor of Old Testament brings 
to nine the number elected to the 
seminary’s faculty this year, a 
spokesman said. 

Brooks is coming to Southwest- 
ern from New Orleans Seminary, 
where he has been associate pro- 
fessor of New ‘Testament and 
Greek since 1966. The El Paso, 
Tex., native was pastor of Terrill 
Road Baptist Church, Scotch 
Plains, N. J., 1963-66. A Baylor 
University, Waco, Tex., graduate, 
Brooks holds the bachelor of di- 
vinity degree from Southwestern, 
the doctor of philosophy degree 
from Princeton (N. J.) Theolog- 
ical Seminary, and has done addi- 
tional study at Oxford University 
in England. He and his wife Bev- 
erly have two children, a daugh- 
ter, 15, and a son, 10. 

Hunt is currently associate pro- 
fessor of religion and director of 
in-service training at Southwest 
Baptist College in Bolivar, Mo. 
Prior to joining the Missouri 
school’s faculty in 1973, he held a 
variety of interim Missouri pas- 
torates and was pastor of Pleas- 
ant Valley Baptist Church in 
Jonesboro, Tex., 1966-70. 

A graduate of Stephen F. Austin 
State University in Nacogdoches, 
Tex., Hunt holds the master of di- 
vinity and doctor of theology de- 
grees. He and his wife Patricia 
Lou have two thildren, a daugh- 
ter, 3, and a son, 7. 

The other announcement from 
Southwestern was that construc- 
tion has begun on 48 new hous- 
ing units for students on a five- 
acre site north of the seminary’s 
J. Howard Williams Memorial 
Student Village. Construction cost 
is estimated at $672,000, a semi- 
nary spokesman said. 

The expansion will bring the 
total number of units in the vil- 
lage to 256. The new additions 
will raise the number of housing 


units operated by the seminary to 


748, the spokesman added. 

At least one-third of the new 
apartments are expected to be 
ready for occupancy by Aug. 20, 
in time for the fall semester, 1976- 
77 ~=registration. 
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White Oak Church 
Calls W.G. Dowdy 


Rev. W. G. Dowdy, pastor — of 
Gaston Baptist Church, Prentiss 
Association for seven years and 
four months, has resigned to ac- 
cept a call to White Oak Baptist 
Church, Smith Association. 

He went to Gas- 
ton in March 
1969. The Chur- 
ch budget has in- 
creased from an 
annual amount of 
$15,000 to over 
$35,000 per year. 
The educationa! 
building has 
been remodeled inside and out, 
carpet installed through all the 
church, and a sound system and 
pew cushions have been installed. 
The church parking lot has been 
paved, the pastor’s home has been 
remodeled, and an addition has 
been built to the house. The pur- 
chase of five acres of land has 


increased the recreational «acti- 
vities of the church. 

During the seven years Bro. 
Dowdy served Gaston as pastor 
an average of twenty mem.- 


bers were added each year. Gas- 
ton Church has held the highest 
attendance for Training Union 
“M’’ Night in the Prentiss County 
Baptist Association for the past 
seven years. Recreation activi- 
ties include three softball teams 
and three basketball teams, and 
a Youth Camp has been held each 
year in July. 


Rev. Dowdy served Toccopola, 
Liberty, and Furrs in Pontotoc 
County and Mt. Olive and Oko- 
Iona in Chickasaw County as pas- 
tor. He served as president of the 
Northeast Mississippi Pastors Con- 
ference and president of the 
Prentiss County Ministerial Asso- 
ciation. 


Rev. Dowdy is a 1976 graduate 
of Blue Mountain Baptist College. 

Rev. Dowdy and his wife, Fan- 
nie, have four children, a son Bil- 
ly and wife Vicky live in Poplar- 
ville, MS; Darlene, a summer 
staff worker at Camp Garaywa, 
Ctinton will be a Junior at the Uni- 
versity of Southern Mississippi, 
Hattiesburg this fall Pam, a So- 
phomore at Northeast Mississip- 
pi Junior College, Booneville, and 
Tim who will be a fourth grader 
this fall. 


Rev. Dowdy is “a Korean war 
veteran and seryed in the U. 5S. 
Army for 11 years. 


Consider the “Irish” joke 
about Paddy who had fallen into 


dropped the wallet in a mail box,” 

“Adn the lunch, what did you 
do with it?” 

“Ate the bread, but threw the 
meat away.” 

“Why did you throw the meat 
away?” 

“Because, it was Friday.” — 
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